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1 Heat gets Knicked
New York beat Miami on Sun-
lay. 98-31, to take the five-game
series and advance to the second
-ound of the NBA playoffs. The
Knicks became the first No. 7
seed to beat a No. 2 seed in the
Eastern Conference playoffs.
Page 9

1 Water rescue

tep. Ethan Berkowitz and two
:ompanions spent a chilly and
inplanned night on Portland Is-
and after their skiff overturned
saturday evening. Page 3

# Kaczynski sentence

Jnabomber Theodore
{aczynski was given four con-
secutive life sentences today af-
er the wife of a victim urged
he judge to lock the defiant ter-
corist “closer tohell,” Page5s
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FBI shows mine misdeeds

m /nvestigative report says
contaminants released into Gold Creek

By KRISTAN HUTCHISON
THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

Echo Bay Alaska did its dirty work in the Alaska-Ju-
neau gold mine at night to avoid detection, according to a
federal investigation.

The mining company let mud, oil, grease, old sewage,
ammonia and urine empty through tunnels into Gold
Creek before 1994, the FBI and Environmental Protection
Agency investigators found. Evidence of the pollution
came through federai documents recently released to the
environmental group Alaskans for Juneau through a free-
dom of information request.

The contaminants were released from the mine just
above the city’s drinking water well-fields, with Echo Bay
violating the Clean Water Act. Work that could contami-
nate Gold Creek was done at night so it couldn’t be detect-
ed, while water quality samples were only taken during
the day. mine workers repeatedly told investigators.

“It just boggles my mind to read these interviews,”
said Skip Gray, president of Alaskans for Juneau. “It real-
ly paints a picture of operations underground that were
pretty out of control and plagued with technical break
downs and power outages and poor management decisions.”

Former Echo Bay spokesman David Stone denied that
the company ever had a policy of doing work that might
cause contamination at night.

“We were all very, very much aware that water com-
ing out of that mine went into the city water. There were
signs all over saying this is your city’s water,” Stone said
Saturday. “Probably there would have been some pretty
serious repercussions if that had ever been the case.”

The interviews and excerpts of work logs from the
mine detail hydraulic oil spills and leaks from dams
meant to hold contaminated water. The documents also
describe Echo Bay's practice of washing chemicals from
the mine walls and moving heavy equipment at night so
the mud it stirred up wouldn't be seen as it washed down-
stream.

Alaskans for Juneau asked the state attorney general
to reopen a 1995 investigation into the cause of a fish kill in
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Health
benefits
could
shrink

By SVEND HOLST
THE JUNEAU EMPIRE

Union officials are meeting tc
day. and will meet with the stat
Tuesday, in an effort to figure ov
what to do about the health insut
ance plan for 7,000 state worker:
including 2.000 in Juneau.

One of the options being consic
ered would keep premiums leve
while cutting eye care and dot
bling the annual deductible.

The current plan ends July
and after that general gover
ment unit workers will either E
paying more for their health i
surance, losing some of their ben:
fits, or both, according to Micha
Lacey, spokesman for the Alask
State Employees Association.

“People just found out for sut
that the proposed . . . (plan) he
been rejected,” Lacey said toda:
“People are calling, saying
‘Where do we go from here?" "

Last week, on a §97-1,664 vot
ASEA members rejected a ple
that would have shifted the
health insurance from NYLCa
to the Alaska Laborers-Constru
tion Industry Health and Securl
Trust Fund. The plan stemm:¢
from an effort to find a cheap
way to cover medical benefil



