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{6 Murch 2010

Representative Nick Rahall

2307 Rayburn HOB
Washingten, DC 20515

Dear Representalive Rahall:

The Hoonah Indian Association (FHIA) wishes to go on record as opposing Senate Bill
981 and House Resolution 2099, While we fully support the timely finalization of
Sealaska’s land claims, we are opposed to aspects of the Bill and Resolution reloted t the
acquisition or eooperative managerment of lands within Hons Tlingil rraditional terrdiory.
We have souglt direct resolution of sur concerns with Sealaska fo no avail and openly
opposed Senate Bill 881 ina 16 June 2009 letter addressed 1o Senator Liga Mutkowski.
We are disappointed that our expressed concerns have not been addrassed.

HIA was chartered in 1939 as a federally recognized Tribe in sccordance with and by
aunthority of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. Q84Y, and May 1,
1936 (49 Stat. 1250). We represent Funa Thingit clans whose graditional homeland
inchudes alt of Glagier Bay National Park and portions of the Tongass National Forest.
Our ancesteal Hes to the lands and waters of Glacier Bay, Iov Swait, Cross 38und, the
outer const of (lacier Bay, and the northern portion of Chichigof Island are long-
standing, irrevocable, and undisputed. We ma fatain that the Hoonah Indian Associntion,
representing the elans who waditionally claim these areas, refains the solo right w, and
responsibility for, lands and waters sithin our tibal tertitory. -‘We appose any legislation
that atterapts to convey ownership or management of such tands to any entity other than

the traditional owaers. Specifically:

s HIA opposes the acquisition of sites with sacred, eultural, traditional, or histeric
significance weithin Funa THagil territory by Sealaska (site #'s 71, 1 148, 767,
1322, 29} on Astachment B). These sites ave claimed by individual clans
vepresented by the Hoonah [ndian Association.

s THIA opposes the acquisition of native futwee sites within Hima Tlingit tervitory
(site #’s 28, 29, 43 on Attachment D). These sites ave vlaimed by individual clans
represenied by the Hoonah [ndian Association.

s TIA does not support the acquisition of native future sites outside of Huna Tiingit
territory, but adjacent to lands and waters used by our tribal members for food
gatherlng purposes (site #'s 17, 23 on Attachment D). We are concerned that



development activities at these sites could significantly affeet traditional harvest
activities our tribal members engage in at, or noar, these sites,
¥

»  HIA opposes the development of a cooperative management agreemaent by the
NPS with =, . Sealasks, other Village Corporations and Urban Corporations, and
foderatly recognized Indian tribes with coltural and historical ties to Glacier Bay
National Park..." as described in Section 3 (2) (A) and (3). While we
respectfully acknowledge that individuals of other clans may have visited our
homeland as guests of the Chookaneidi, Kaagwaantaan, T7 akdeintazn, and
Waooshkeetaan clang of Hang, these clans atone hold cultueal title to soch lands
st are well represented by the Hoonah Tadian Assoviation. As a sovereign
nation, we fetain the sole privilege of, and respousibility for, cooperatively
managing lands in Glacier Bay. Senate Bill 881 snd FLR. 2099, sy worded,
encroach on ow unique government-to-government relationship with the National
Park Serviee (NPS) by directing NPS to enter into agremmnents with Sealaska and
an aveay of unnamed tibal entities. We believe thal any enoperative management
effort involving additional entities — especially those with corporate interests
serving diverse sharebolders with no spiritual tes t Glacler Bay - would b
confusing, confenitous, complex, and wimalely damaging w0 our hometad and 1o
the relationship we have worked to build with NPS.

We have been foreed to accept federal ownership of much of our traditional homeland
and the resulting loss of certaln traditional bunting, fishing, gathering, and access rights
continues to chale our people. However, we work cooperaiively with the NPS and the
USDIA Forest Service (FS) through Memoranda of Understanding signed in 2003 aod
20086, regpertively o incorporate ribal concerns jn all aspeets of managing these lands
and waters. Through open, honest discussion; sensitive negotidtion; and rflual respect
we have developed sironger relationships with the' federal entities that new manage
places we hold dear.

Wi believe that Senate Bill 881 and FLR. 2009 abrogate our singular right o
eoaperatively manage traditional lands in the hest infevest of the Huma THogit, We ask

- that you oppose HLR. 2099 and recommend that Sealaska work cooperatively with
federally recognized tribes to eraft legislation that addresses their need to resolve land
claims while honoring the rights of ribal governments to coopetatively manage their
fraditional territory.

Sincerely,
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Harry Sharclane
President
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